Highland Environment Forum newsletter


13 December 2022
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,

The Scottish Government has published the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy to 2045 in draft along with an associated press release. Highland Environment Forum will run a seminar on the consultation on the separate delivery plan consultation in early 2023. 

And in the Highlands . . . Council Leader and officials met NatureScot CEO to mark signing of Edinburgh Declaration & discuss biodiversity loss 
News

· Sturgeon told Scotland’s climate targets are ‘in danger of being meaningless’ and read the report
· 28 Organisations send letter to Mairi Gougeon following the Climate Change Committee report
· Report finds Cairngorms National Park could reach net zero well ahead of target
· From early 2023, the Thurso-based Climate Hub will serve the full Highland Council region
Reports

· Protecting 30% of Scotland’s land and sea for nature
· Climate Change Vulnerability and Potential Conservation Actions: Seabirds in the North-East Atlantic
· Highlands Rewilding, Beldorney Estate Natural Capital Report
Research

· Habitat use and growth of yellow-stage European eel in coastal and freshwater ecosystems in Norway 

· Cabbage white butterflies utilize two gut enzymes for maximum flexibility in deactivating mustard oil bombs
Citizen Science

· Trees for Life, Relocated red squirrels population survey
Training

· Keep Scotland Beautiful, Climate Emergency Training for Biodiversity and Nature and Climate Emergency Training available for Highland young people 

Jobs

· RSPB - Cairngorms Connect Communications Officer, contract to Dec 2023. Closing date 12 January 

· Highlands and Islands Climate Hub, Senior Development Officer, South West Highlands. Closing date 16 January  

· RSPB, Head of Sustainable Land and Climate Policy (Flexible in UK). Closing date 18 January

· The European Nature Trust and Alladale Wilderness Reserve, Ecologist - Ranger - Outreach No closing date

Events

· 14 Dec @ 19.30, Nairn Naturalists Club, Dragonflies of the Highlands with Jonathan Willet, Nairn Community Centre

· Cancelled - 15 Dec @ 19.30, Otters: Ecology and Conservation, Dr. Paul Yoxon (International Otter Survival Fund). Lochinver Village Hall and online.  Email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link. 

· 21 Dec @ 19.00 - 20.00 Dornoch Environmental Enhancement Project (returning native oysters) Workshop 

January
· 10 Jan @ 19.00 - 20.00 Net Zero Strategy and policy creation workshop, Highlands and Islands Climate Hub 

· 12 Jan @19.00 - 20.00 The Wildlife of Assynt's Woodlands, Andy Summers, High Life Highland Ranger 

· 24 Jan @ 19.00 - 20.30 Winter Tree ID webinar  with Dan Puplett

· 25 Jan @ 19.30 Nairn Naturalists Club, Wildlife Tracks and Signs with Dan Puplett, Nairn Community Centre 
With regards,

Caroline
Caroline Vawdrey  (1.5 days per week)
T. 01381 600243

The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot 
and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this the Forum works to:

· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters

· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice

· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas

· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting

· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues

We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
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